Advanced Topics in Macroeconomics

Spring 2013
SHUFE

Meeting Time: Thursday 8:00am - 11:45am
Meeting Place: 4207

Instructor: Zhe Li

Email: lizhezhe@hotmail.com

Office Phone: 65904363

Office Location: Room 407, School of Economics building
Office Hours: by appointment

Teaching assistant: Wei Zhao, wuthering85@gmail.com

Description of the Course:

This is an advanced Ph.D (Master-PhD stream) course on Macroeconomics, aimed at
second year Ph.D (Master-PhD stream) students. This course will be based on a
collection of papers that focus on two topics: (1) financial frictions and business
cycles, and (2) labor market and unemployment. It is hoped that some of the papers
presented in the course will lead to further exploration and possibly ideas for PhD
theses.

Prerequisites:
Advanced Macroeconomics I, I, 111
Evaluation and Assessment:

Students are expected to actively participate in the course, work out the models
presented in the class, read other listed papers, and give a presentation.
Participation: 15%
Presentation: 35%
Final Exam: 50%;
Students are expected to present a paper chosen from the reading list. The duration of
a presentation is 60 minutes. The marks on presentation will depend on the level of
difficulty of the article, the preparation, and the delivery.

Policies:
I don’t accept any excuse for the missing of exams unless you can provide proof of

emergency such as serious illness. If you miss the exam for any reason that does not
qualify as a proven emergency, you get zero.


mailto:wuthering85@gmail.com

Preparing for Class:

It’s better for you to read the relevant papers in ahead of the time. During class, | will
focus on problem solving. If you read through the papers ahead of time, this should be
great helpful for you understanding the content of lectures.

Academic Dishonesty:

Academic dishonesty by the student code of conduct includes cheating on the
assignments or exams; plagiarizing; altering; forging, or misusing a University
academic record; taking, acquiring, or using test materials without faculty permission;
and acting alone or in cooperation with another to enhance a grade, etc. A minimum
penalty for academic dishonesty is a grade of zero. Other penalties may include a F in
course and a complaint to university authorities so that they act consequently with the
corresponding university policy.
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Topic two: Labor market, unemployment and Business Cycles
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